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The Goods and Services Tax Appellate Tribunal (GSTAT)

Constituted under Section 109 of the CGST Act, 2017, it is the second-level appellate
body for GST disputes sitting between the First Appellate Authority and the High
Court. It hears appeals on both facts and law

Adjudicating Authority
Initial order under Section73 / Section74

First Appellate Authority
Appeal under Section107 CGST Act

GSTAT — Appellate Tribunal
Appeal under Section112 · Hears facts & law

High Court
Appeal under Section117 · Only on a question of law

Supreme Court
Final appeal under Section118

Why GSTAT matters in practice

Once a case crosses GSTAT, the High Court can only step in on a question of law,  
Therefore, understanding the efficiency, constitution, and functioning of GSTAT 
benches play a decisive role in the overall effectiveness of the GST appellate 
framework.

GST Litigation Hierarchy & GSTAT

Before proceeding to the functioning and procedural aspects of the Goods and
Services Tax Appellate Tribunal (GSTAT), it is essential to understand the
adjudication mechanism under the GST law

GSTAT - Bench structure

Principal Bench (N e w  D e l h i ) State Benches (A c r o s s  I n d i a ,  4 0 +  
b e n c h e s )

Led by the President of the GSTAT. Hears matters of pan-
India importance and serves as the supervisory bench. Each State Bench led by a Vice-President. Hears 

matters arising within that jurisdiction.



Office Order No. 3/2026 at a glance

Bench 
Composition

Division Bench

1 Judicial Member + 1 Technical Member. Hears Cases with a question of 
law or amount ≥ 50 lakhs

Single Bench

1 Judicial Or 1 Technical Member. Hears Cases below 50 lakhs with no 
question of law

President of the GSTAT issued Office order stating that “All the pending 
matters and future filings before the Principal Bench or the State Benches 
shall be listed before a Division Bench first

What changes in practice due to office order

Pre office order position:
Section 109(8) allows small cases
below ₹50 lakhs without a question of
law to be listed directly before a Single
Bench, with President's approval

Post office order position: 
Every case is initially listed before a
Division Bench, and only upon recording
that no question of law arises is it
routed to a Single Bench

Appeal mechanics for matters under 50 lakh

Appeal filed

Listed before Division Bench
Default for all matters

Division Bench examines
Does it involve a question of law?

No Yes

DB records reasons
No question of law

President or Vice-President
Issues direction

Single Bench hears
Sec 109(8) + Rule 110A(1)

Order passed

Division Bench retains
Question of law involved

DB hears and decides
Two-member bench

Order passed



GSTAT Bench Constitution

Cases are sorted into three categories

Category IIICategory IICategory IBenchState

Mon–ThuMon–ThuMon–ThuJammuJ&K & Ladakh

FriFriFriSrinagarJ&K & Ladakh

Follows main benchThu–FriMon–WedShimlaHimachal Pradesh

All daysAll daysAll daysChandigarhPunjab & Chandigarh

All daysAll daysAll daysJalandharPunjab

Mon–WedMon–WedMon–WedGurugramHaryana

Thu–FriThu–FriThu–FriHissarHaryana (circuit)

Follows main benchThu–FriMon–Wed DelhiDelhi

Follows main benchThu–FriMon–Wed DehradunUttarakhand

All daysAll daysAll daysGhaziabadUttar Pradesh

Follows main benchAll daysAll daysLucknowUttar Pradesh

All daysAll daysAll daysPrayagrajUttar Pradesh

All daysAll daysAll daysVaranasiUttar Pradesh

All daysAll daysAll daysAgraUttar Pradesh

Follows main benchThu–FriMon–WedJaipurRajasthan

Follows main benchThu–FriMon–WedJodhpurRajasthan

Follows main benchAll daysAll daysAhmedabadGujarat & UTs

All daysAll daysAll daysRajkotGujarat

All daysAll daysAll daysSuratGujarat

Follows main benchFriThuBhopalMadhya Pradesh

State Wise and Bench wise availability 

Category I
Classification & liability disputes

Misclassification of goods/services, Wrong 
application of notification, Time/value of supply, 
ITC admissibility/blocking/denial, Liability 
determination, Registration requirement, Supply 
determination, S 73 & S 74 demands/ITC

Category II

Registration, Refund & Assessment

Registration 
(grant/rejection/suspension/cancellation/revoca
tion), Composition denial, GSTP disqualification, 
Recovery/garnishee, Tax wrongfully collected, 
Assessment & provisional assessment, Refund 
(provisional/grant/denial), Credit ledger re-
credit, Order dropping SCN

Consequential orders & Residual

Seizure/confiscation/release of goods & 
books, Rectification/withdrawal of order, 
Earlier law demands, Instalment payment, 
Provisional attachment of property, 
Penalties, Compounding of offences, Any 
other matter (residual)

Category III



GSTAT Bench Constitution

Category IIICategory IICategory IBenchState

Follows main benchThu–Fri Mon–Wed PatnaBihar

All daysAll daysAll daysRanchiJharkhand

All daysAll daysAll daysRaipurChhattisgarh

Mon–Fri · DedicatedThu–FriMon–WedKolkataWB, Sikkim & A&N

Follows main benchThu–FriMon–WedCuttackOdisha

All daysAll daysAll daysGuwahatiAssam + 6 NE States

Follows main benchThu + 1st–3rd FriMon–WedMumbaiMaharashtra

Mon–WedMon–WedMon–WedNagpurMaharashtra

All daysAll daysAll daysPuneMaharashtra

All daysAll daysAll daysThaneMaharashtra

All daysAll daysAll daysChh. SambhajinagarMaharashtra

4th & 5th Fri4th & 5th Fri4th & 5th FriPanjiGoa

Follows main benchThu–FriMon–WedHyderabadTelangana

All daysAll daysAll daysVijayawadaAndhra Pradesh

All daysAll daysAll daysBengaluruKarnataka

Mon–WedMon–WedMon–WedErnakulamKerala & Lakshadweep

Thu–FriThu–FriThu–FriThiruvananthapuramKerala

Follows main benchWedMon–TueChennaiTamil Nadu

1st–3rd Fri1st–3rd Fri1st–3rd FriMaduraiTamil Nadu

ThuThuThuCoimbatoreTamil Nadu

4th & 5th Fri4th & 5th Fri4th & 5th FriPuducherryPuducherry (circuit)

Note on Category III: These are 'consequential' matters that arise from underlying Cat I or 
Cat II disputes. They are heard by whichever bench is deciding the main matter — except in 
Karnataka, Guwahati and Kolkata, where a dedicated Cat III bench exists.


